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King Mackerel Fishing
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King Mackerel (Scomberomorus cavalla)



Description: Elongated body is greenish above but mostly silver with no markings, except in juveniles, In which some have spots.

Size: School fish range from 5 to 20 pounds; 50 pounders are quite common, Potential size is from 75 pounds to 90 pounds. Florida and worlds record is 90 pounds.

Food Value: Fish is very rich and oily, preferred method of cooking is smoking or broiled.

Game Qualities:  Kings are super fast and very fun at any size.

Tackle & Bait: Large variety of tackle may be used, from spinning to open face. Preferred pound test line is 30-40 pounds. Popular techniques include: free lining, using spoons, and jigs.

 



King Mackerel


If your idea of spectacular fishing action includes explosive strikes, and drag smoking runs, it's time to give live-baiting for king fish a try. King Mackerel are one of the most supercharged fighters cruising  Florida's near shore waters, and their drag burning runs will get any angler's heart racing. A basic live bait set up consists of a spinning or conventional, 20-30lb. class rod with a light to medium tip, if fishing from a pier your tackle should be a little stouter, you must be able to keep them off of near by structure. Reels can be spinners or conventional, but should hold at least 250 yards of 20lb. monofilament. The best rig for free lining for King Mackerel is called a stinger rig and this consists of a light wire with a main hook and another trailer hook, usually a treble hook. You can purchase stinger rigs at your local tackle store for about $3-$4 dollars each. Your best bet would be to familiarize your self with what is called the haywire twist and you can create this yourself, Click here for more information on creating the Haywire twist.
 

King Mackerel are naturally attracted to ledges, because they normally have bait near, this is one reason if you are local, I would suggest visiting the Skyway piers, and the reason for this is there is a 50 ft deep shipping channel that tend to hold King Mackerel, especially in the early spring and late fall. Not to mention the piers are leading right out into the Gulf of Mexico, if using the proper techniques King Mackerel can easily be landed from the piers.
 

My favorite rig for King Mackerel fishing from a pier is using what is called a balloon float. One of the most versatile and easily carried floats is an ordinary toy balloon. This rig consists of a balloon, a barrel swivel, a leader and hook. What makes this rig a great choice for King Mackerel is the balloon can hold the larger baits at the surface easily and you can adjust the balloon for the bait size. Just be sure when you tie the balloon to your main line that you tie it tightly so when the balloon breaks it does not liter the water.

Spanish Mackerel Fishing
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Spanish Mackerel (Scomberomorus maculatus)

 



Description: Dark above with silvery sides. Many spots, which are both yellow and brown. The Spanish Mackerel body is proportionately deeper than the juvenile King Mackerel, and the yellow spots appear rounder and brighter, but if in dought the only true identifier is the lateral line, which tapers rather gently from front to back with no severe dips.

Size: Common at 1-3 pounds; not too unusual at 5-7 pounds; maximum potential over 10 pounds. world record 13 pounds; Florida record is 12 pounds.

Food Value: If you like rich, rather dark fillets, they are great boiled or skinned and fried. Good smoked also.

Game Qualities: Great on light tackle, very fast, has burst up to 35 knots.

Tackle & Baits: Spinning, bait casting and fly outfits. Spinning is often the number one choice because the retrieve is a lot faster. Best lures are small white nylon jigs that represent glass minnows and small spoons. Best baits are small silvery bait fish, live shrimp and drifted strips.

Fishing methods: Jigging fast, trolling.



How To Catch Spanish Mackerel


The Spanish Mackerel is a rocket shaped fish that can propel to speeds of up to 35mph. "If you want a drag screaming experience than definitely try and catch a few of these."  Your ideal tackle would be a light to medium action 6'6" to 7' rod, with a 2500 series spinning reel, spooled with 10 pound test line.  From the pier there are many different tactics you can use to land one of these feisty fish.  One of my favorite methods for Spanish Mackerel fishing is to free line small greenbacks or thread fins.  
The rig consists of a 2 1/2 foot thirty pound monofilament leader, a 2/0 long shank hook and then you are all set.  Just be sure you can tie a good Albright knot, so you can tie your leader directly to your main line.  The reason for this is Mackerel have very sharp teeth and they tend to bite anything that moves. Therefore, if you are using a barrel swivel, they will take your whole rig. Now, there are many ways to fish for Mackerel.  You can use all sorts of jigs and spoons, but just be sure to jig and reel fast because, again Mackerel like shiny, fast moving objects. Spanish Mackerel have exceptionally good eyesight, this another reason it is important to use shiny spoons, and try to avoid using wire leader, yes this might save you a few lures, but your catching will decrease dramatically. I recommend using Clark spoons or Alewive spoons, click here to purchase  Clark Spoons - Mackerel Spoons
Cobia Fishing
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Cobia (Rachycentron canadum)



Description: In the water, Cobia look almost like sharks. The usual color is brown or dark gray above, and a white bottom, with a dark stripe running from the gill to the tail. The striped appearance is more vivid in juveniles. There are several sharp finlets on the dorsal surface extended from behind the head to the dorsal fin.

Size: They are common from 20 to 50 pounds; sometimes even reach to be 80 pounds plus. World record is 135 pounds, 9 ounces; The Florida record is 130 pounds, 1 ounce.

Food Value: Excellent

Game Qualities: The Cobia is a very strong and high endurance fish, they usually have long, fast runs. The real fight normally don't start until you land them, that is when they are the most unpredictable. There has been few fisherman that own boats learn this the hard way, after spending hundreds of dollars for boat repairs.

Tackle & Baits: Surf tackle can be considered top notch equipment for pier fishing and it usually gets the job done. If Cobia fishing from a pier your ideal tackle should be stout, Cobia are structure loving fish and being on a pier does not give us the best advantage. They tend to find those pillings but with the right tackle, you can easily avoid a break off.

 



A Little About Cobia

There are many techniques that can be used when Cobia fishing, Cobia are structure loving fish, so when fishing on a pier you want to place a bait or two near the pilings, see when Cobia pass by they normally will circle pilings, marker etc.. In search for food. When pier fishing it is advised that you chum to get the Cobia to surface or come within casting distance.
There are variety of baits that can be used to seduce a Cobia, there favorite being eels. One of the more popular techniques is a pin fish under a cork, it can be set up with a popping cork or just a regular fixed cork rig. Cobia usually swim in small schools or with a partner. They are often seen tailing rays in the shallows, the reason for this is, as the ray swims they kick up the sand and in the sand usually are different sorts of fish and crabs, another words it is an easy meal for the Cobia. If you do hook a Cobia be sure to have a friend or someone ready with another rod because, there is a good chance for a double hook up. Just remember that Cobia must be 33" to the fork in order to keep, be sure to handle the juvenile Cobia with care so it can mature and be caught again. So get the rods out when the water temperature reaches 72* it's time to start Cobia fishing.
Pompano Fishing
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Florida Pompano (Trachinotus carolinus)

 



Description: Silvery overall with yellow on underside. Dorsal fin dark; other fins yellow. Head gently rounded. No scutes forward of tail. Pompano are often confused with small permit of similar size, but permit usually show a black blotch under the pectoral fin, and their bodies are deeper.

Size: Averages 1 pound; fairly common at 2 pounds and can grow to 8 pounds. world and Florida records 8 pounds, 4 ounces.

Food Value: Reputed to be the best, very good.

Game Qualities: Tops. will outrace and out-pull a jack crevalle of equivalent size, very strong and fast.

Tackle & Baits: If fishing the surf or piers, use the lightest surf spinning tackle that will get your bait where you want it. 8 to 10 pound test is idea. Jigs of various colors are outstanding for pompano, heavier jigs work great because when the jig hits the sand it make a sand cloud, which resembles a sand fleas. Live baits include: sand fleas, fiddler crabs and shrimp.

Fishing Tactics: Pier fishing, casting, drifting



 

A Little About Pompano

 

 

Pompano are very fun fish to catch although it is very time consuming and allot of work, if patient the reward is worth the wait. Pompano are very hard swimmers they fight just like the jack crevelle and some say even harder, yea they are fun to catch but the real reward is on the dinner table, pompano are one of the most rich and delicious fish that you can eat. 
 

Pompano fishing from a pier can be very challenging, the method that I recommend is jigging, and I usually will use a 3/8 oz pink, white or yellow Goofy jig. The Goofy jig has a very unique sinking motion that really entices strikes. Not only is the action good, but it is heavy enough when it hits the sea floor to kick up sand, resembling sand fleas. The live bait choice would be sand fleas or fiddler crabs, the rig that I have had the most success with is the slip sinker rig, this rig consist of a small egg sinker, size depends on the current and depth, a barrel swivel, one foot of fluorocarbon leader and a 1/0 owner hook. The way you want to fish this rig is, gently jig up and down. The major key to Pompano fishing is to find strong current because this is where Pompano go in search for food. When pompano fishing from a pier find good tidal flow and jig right next to the pilling, preferably on incoming tides, since this is when Pompano feed best.
Snook Fishing
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Common Snook (Centropomus undecimalis)

 



Description: The Snook has most distinctive body shape, featuring a tapered head and snout, under slung lower jaw, large fins and most distinctive of all, a prominent black stripe running the full length of the lateral line.

Size: The size range in from 3 to 15 pounds. Snook weighing 20 to 30 pounds are not unusual on either coast. World record 53 pounds, 10 ounces, Florida record 44 pounds 3 ounces.

Food Value: Excellent, many' s thought to be the best.

Game Qualities: One of the best for all around fighting abilities, hard pulls, arial display.

Tackle & Baits: Spinning gear.

Grouper Fishing
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Gag Grouper (Mycteroperca microlepis)



Description: Gray or light brown with wavy markings on the side that generally do not form boxes or circles. Edges of fins are bluish. Color depends to dark brown shortly after removal from water.

Size: Can reach 50 pounds on deep offshore wrecks and ledges, and has been recorded to 80 pounds, but 20-30 is the usual range.

Food value: Excellent

Game Qualities: An aggressive striker and hard fighter at all depths.

Tackle: Stout, 50 to 80 pound test line.

 



Grouper Fishing From A Pier
Gag grouper are one of many prized fish that we can catch along all coasts of Florida and the Bahamas. They can be found in water as shallow as 4 feet and as deep as 100 or more feet. There are many different approaches to catching these highly sought after fish, and seemingly endless array of lures and baits. One of the more popular ways is bottom fishing, with live baits, such as pin fish and large grunts. One of the most common rigs for grouper fishing is called the sliding or egg sinker rig. All this consists of is a 3 to 8 ounce egg sinker, 2 to 3 foot of 50 to 100 pound leader and a 5 to 10/0 hook, depending on the size of bait.
With development of artificial reefs and man made structure, grouper fishing on piers have become more and more popular. The structure tends to pull them in closer, housing a variety of species of fish, including tons of bait. If fishing in shallow water 4 to 12 feet, a popular way to Grouper fish is fly lining. Just use 80 pound fluorocarbon leader and an 8/0 to 10/0 hook, catch a pin fish or grunt, hook them on the underside and this will cause them to dive down. I have found this tactic to be extremely effective in shallow water. What you want to do is see which way the tide is moving and go to the side where your bait will go away from the pier, find a good rock pile and just keep letting line out until you know your bait is right on mr groupers dinner table. The majority of the time if there are grouper on the structure, you will have a hook up fairly quickly. sometimes it takes a few moves even if it is 10 ft you may find that current honey hole. Grouper are aggressive strikers, so right when they inhale the bait, they normally go right into the rocks or structure that is surrounding them. This is why heavy leader is required, you can bet on one thing if you want to catch a few grouper, you are going to go through some tackle.
Mangrove Snapper
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Mangrove snapper, gray snapper  (Lutjanus griseus)

 

Description: Gray or greenish above and light on the underside, usually with an overall reddish hue that range from coppery to red.

Size: Average sixe inshore is 10 to 12 inches but range from 2 to 10 pounds offshore. They can reach up to 17lbs.

Food value: Excellent (Very white meat)

Game Qualities: notorious bait theives, can be a great fight on light tackle, making hard pulls towards structure.

Tackle: Inshore spinning gear spooled with 10 to 20lb test line. I recommend using a 7 ft medium action rod with a sensitive tip.

 



Mangrove Snapper Fishing - How to Catch Mangrove Snapper


So, you want to catch the notorious mangrove snapper? A couple things that you must have before you attempt to target these great tasting fish. First off you want to go on your good day and have lots of patience. Mangrove snapper are great for picking bait right of the hook. Some days they will be there but just wont bite. I will explain my techniques and tips that WILL help you catch more snapper. First things first, you maybe asking yourself the following:

Where to Look?
Well if fishing inshore, smaller juvenile mangrove snapper use the mangroves for cover, hence this is where they got there name. For larger inshore snapper you want to try and find good natural water flow that provides the fish with an abundant food source. One place to start looking would be local bridges. Bridges normally hold bait and structure such as artificial reefs. Allot of the time the snapper will be hugging the pilings avoiding prey and waiting to ambush there vulnerable meal.

What to Use for Bait?
There a few baits that work extremely well, now my personal favorite, is the Spanish sardine AKA herring. Now you will get many to argue and say shrimp is the best bait for snapper but let me explain why I believe the Spanish sardines are better. First off I have personally split tested it a thousand times, ok maybe not that many but quite a few times. The shrimp is great bait but with the sardines they have oil that fish can't avoid. This is there candy or addiction. Just break the tail off of the sardine or tear one in half and soak it next to the piling, rumble or whatever and watch how long it last. Secondly the sardines are normally abundant (In the Summer) around piers in the south so it's free. You can also use sardines, threadfins etc...

What Tackle To Use?
I personally am a Shimano fanatic, and think Shimano has the best products on the market. I use a Shimano Stradic reel spooled with 12lb test PowerPro. To compliment the reel I use a Shimano Carbomax rod, which is a medium action rod with a very sensitive tip. Sensitivity is important and the PowerPro combined with a sensitive rod will improve your hookups by 150%.

What Rig To Use?
Snapper can sometimes be very finicky when it comes to eating, one moment they are feeding like crazy and then next the bite may shut completely down. Have you ever been fishing with a buddy and he is killing the snapper and you haven't even got a bite? Then you look over at him and he is laughing at you with those, I don't know eyes. A general rule of thumb when snapper fishing, "lighter is better". Lighter weight, lighter leader, smaller hooks etc... What I use is a 1/4 to 1/2 ounce lead depending on the tidal flow, 2 feet of 20lb fluorocarbon leader tied to a 30lb Spro swivel and a 2/0 Owner hook. Using this rig will help double your hookup ratio.

How to hook them?
Now the secret on how to hook those pesky mangrove snapper. When you find the snapper you know they are snapper. How do you know? Well they bite hard, that is how they got the other part of there name "snapper" So you set the hook the first bite and come up with a bait less hook right? What you need to do when you are getting a bite is slowly lift your rod tip, this will make the snapper bite more aggressively because the fish thinks the bait is getting away (just like when you throw a string past your cat, once they realize it is almost out of site they aggressively pursue there target) This is the same with fish. If that fails, try and pull the rod tip away slowly and then let a little line out where the bait goes past the fish and back into the school, this will cause a small frenzy, there for you get a more aggressive bite. Once you do hook them pull them away from the structure quick because they are determined to get back to there safe place once hooked. I hope these tips will help you catch more snapper. If you have tips that you would like to add please join the forum.

 

Other snapper articles:
· Red Snapper Recipe 

Tarpon Fishing
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Tarpon (Megalops atlanticus)



Description: Green or steel blue above, silver on sides and belly. Deep, thick body; forked tail. Long trailer at end of dorsal fin.

Size: From 12 inches or  less to about 75 pounds. On average, although big fish of 100 to 150 pounds are numerous in many areas. World record 283 pounds. 4 ounces; Florida 243 pounds.

Food Value: None

Game Qualities: Famous for the spectacle, and frequency of it's jumps. Giant Tarpon don't quite match the acrobatics of the smaller ones, but they leap frequently enough in shallow water, and with even more fury.

Tackle & Baits:  Anglers seeking big fish in passes, channels, deep bays and surf areas like stout tackle with lines testing at least 30 pounds. All sizes of spinning tackles and bait casting are suitable. Baits to use include; shad, mullet, thread fins, pinfish and a variety of dead baits.

Fishing Techniques: Casting, still fishing, site casting, drifting.



 

One method of Tarpon fishing is to chum with pieces of thread fins or green backs, more on chumming here, and wait for the tarpon to show, this type of fishing takes allot of patience and a keen eye to spot the green backed torpedoes gliding across the water. Live baits like blue crabs, thread fins, large sardines or mullet will draw the most attention. You can fish them under a cork or free-lined, or a combination of both. Another proven method is to fish dead shad on the bottom. The key is to have "fresh" dead shad, and put out several lines to increase your chances. If you decide to bottom fish for the mighty poon, than you want to set up what is called a breakaway sinker. The break away sinkers purpose is to keep the bait on the ocean floor and when a tarpon grabs the bait and leaps, the sinker will break away. The reason you want to use this techniques is because tarpons mouths are all bone and when they leap they shake there head, if the sinker is still attached it usually shakes the hook right out of the tarpons mouth.
The method that I use the most is free-lining, get a 5 to 7 foot 100 pound test fluorocarbon leader with a 7/0 live bait owner hook, connect the main line to the leader using an Albright knot and you are all set. Figuring out which bait to use is pretty easy, the saying goes "match the hatch" and all this means is use the bait that is currently surrounding your fishing area. If presented correctly, Tarpon will usually never turn down a big shad or jumbo shrimp no matter the conditions. Tarpon fishing is very fun and I would recommend that everyone trys it at least once.
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